RELIGION
attitude  towards  the  heavenly father  being  correspondingly
purged of these undesirable features. The process of duplication,
which is frequently operative in other fields than that of religion,
particularly in those of myth and legend1 arises of course as        The
a consequence of the psychical antagonism and resulting dis- dissociation of
sociation between the love and the hate attitudes towards the
father, and can easily be made use of in religion owing to the in theindividu-
_	,  •*       ,	.     i	,	al mind
general correspondence that may appear to exist between the
benevolent and malevolent aspects of the all-powerful parent
and the equally inexplicable and uncontrollable aspects of the
natural forces to which the adult human being is exposed. In
this way both the love and the hate elements in the primitive
levels of the mind have relatively free play without becoming
involved in moral or emotional conflicts • or in intellectual
contradiction; the double (ambivalent) mental attitude being
projected so as to form a dualistic principle of the Universe.
Although of all the members of the family, the father,  as   The mother-
its head, most frequently and regularly undergoes apotheosis,     regarding
the other members of the family are not without considerable      religion
influence on the conceptions that are formed as to the nature
and qualities' of divine  beings.   Foremost  as   regards   such
influence, after the father, is of course the mother. In a strict
monotheism the mother elements would seem to be almost
always, if not invariably, subordinate to those of the father; the
former, so far as they are represented at all, being submerged
or incorporated into the latter2. But very few religions remain
this custom, accomplished by the father, or at least under his guidance and
with his approval. A social parallel to this religious custom is to be found
in the droit de seigneur, in virtue of which the lord of the manor had the
right to sexual intercourse with a bride before she could be claimed by
her husband.
In the Christian Church, owing, we may suppose, to the increasing
repression of the more directly sexual aspects of the father-regarding
feelings, the sexual elements in the religious attitude of women is more
frequently directed to Christ than to God the Father (corresponding to a
brother-sister rather than to the older father-daughter type of affection).
Nevertheless, the persistence of incestuous tendencies towards the father,
can often be observed in individual cases.
* Cp. Rank, "The Myth of the Birth of the Hero," 83 ff.
8 Though there are indications that the Christian God is sometimes re-
garded as bisexual (cp. von Winterstein, "Psychoanalytische Anmerkungen zur
Geschichte der Philosophie," Imago, 1913, n, 195), comparing in this respect
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